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a To visiting Arab leaders the Grand Mufti continues to deplore the sad 
[ey state of Areb affairs. He telis his listeners to abandon all hope in the 

Arab League for the defense of the Arab cause in Palestine and slsewbere, 

pointing out that the League had failed to take action on Palestine, 
although this question had been on its agenda in October, November and 
December 1916, Another Leagus failure, according to the Mufti, has been 
the League's inaction in the Alexardretta (Hatey) controversy, which had 
been quietly stricken from ite agenda by the Secretary-General, in response 
to a British recommiudabion. 


25X1X6 


Comment: This reference to the Hatay is apparantly calculated to appeal 
to Syria, which appears to be lending support to the Grand Mufti. Prior to 
returning to his native Syria, Jamil Marden, former Minister to Egypt and now 
Prins Minister, consvited ths Grand Mufti on these matters and pledged cocperation. 
it is also reported that upon his arrival in Cairo on 1 January 1947, Riyad Sulh, 
Freuier of Lebanon, called upon the Mufti at his home in Zayhm on h Jamary and 
st@ewsd the pledges given to the Mufti by denil Hardee. 
25X1X6 
2. ‘the Grand Mufti also maintains that the "Greater Syria" project and the 
preposal for a union of Iraq and ‘“rans-Jordan threaten the existence of 
ths Arsb League, In addition, he points to constant intrigues by 
Commmist agents, the uncompromising attitude of Turkey, and complications 
presented by the unstsble politica]. structure in Lebanon, owing to its 
large Christian elenerto 


Because of these udercurrents, the Grand Mufti pradicts that the League 
ig doomed to disintegration, in spite of all the best British efforts,—- 
a contingency which be relishes with unconcealed jubilation. For this 
season he wishss to prepare Arab youth to assume the responsibilities of 
the League in leading the destinies of the Arsb world when the occasion 
5X1 AD arises. This has brought about his efforts to establish a new League 
g of Arab Nations (See Report No. 
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lto Tracing the origin of the League, the Grand Mufti relates 
that the project had long remained an Arab dream, which was 
not fulfilled until the British acceded to its organization 
in accordance with their conception, although it had been 
‘under consideration by the British since 1922, At that 
time, they induced the late King Faysal of Iraq % sponsor 
the project. Faysal dispatched Nuri el-Salid from Iraq to 
Egypt to negotiate with representatives of the late King Fu'ade 
Although some progress was made in this direction, the obscure 
political cutiook of the Egyptian Revolution (Sa'd Zaghlui's 
period) ¢aused the plan to fail. British policy, hovever, 
imposed the Arab League projects in 192 on Mustafa al-Nahhas, 
then Egyptien Prime Minister, who aspired to the leadership 
of the Arab world. iNs dismissal from the government and 
the withdrawal of British support ended his illusions. With 
the advent of Abi-al~Rahman ‘Azaam as Secretary-General of the 
League, the Arebs wers treated to a rude awakenine, It then 
becamé apparent to their leaders that the Leamie was intended 
for the ultimate designs of British. diplomocy, 


The Grend Mufti aleo asserts that the Soviet Union and France 
disapprove of the conduct of the Arab League because these tye 
nations ae Gonvinced that it is a political instrument controlled 
by the British. As t tha U.S., its stand is characterized 

by evasions Although America dislikes British ascetidancy in the 
Aréb world, it cultivates friendly relations and backs the British 
for temporary expediency, According to the Grand lufti, the U.S. 
hopes some day to secure contz’ol of thé League in order to support 
American economic and political interests in the Middle East, 
particularly the existing and proposed pipe Lines in Palestine 

and Saudi Arabia. 


The iluftd is said to have stated that Nuri Satid of Iraq wuld 

call on him in Cairo during the latter half of Jamary 1917 

in an effort to effect a repproshenent between the Mufti and 

the Hashimites. It was pointed out that the British are 
entertaining the idea of extending King Abdallah's influence 

over the Hejaz at the expense of Ibn Sand, who would be forced 

to retire to the Nejd, providing such a plan is realized, — 

It was intimated that the British are seeking the Mufti's approval of 
such a plan and, in turns will grent him freedom of activity. 


The Mufti is reported as stating that Britein will back Abd«&l-Rahman 
‘Azzam, Secretary-deneral of the League of Arab States, as head - 
of Tripoli, It is generally knom that Britain is hoping te 
install the Senussi as Emir of Cyrenaica. 
25X1A2g 


BE Conmont: MED distributed on 19 July 1946 
25X1A6a “Feported that the firitish were fostering a plan to , 
place Abd-al-Rabtan fAgzam at the lead of Libya, 
after detaching him from the Avab Leapue. 
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